Mr. Bret William Dattke, Senior Chief, USN (Ret), passed away peacefully on New Year’s Eve, 2014 in San Diego, CA. 

Bret was born in Sanger, CA on 19 Nov 1959 to Patsy & Jay Dattke. His early years were spent in the foothills of the Sierra Nevada Mts. It was here, in his beloved Sierras, that he developed a life-long deep love of the outdoors and of all living things. He spent the summers of his Jr and Sr years working in the Sierras as a member of the Junior Conservation Corps.
Bret graduated from Sanger High School in 1977 and joined the US Navy, rapidly rising thru the ranks, ultimately retiring as Senior Chief (EMCS/SW/AW/DV) with 27 years of faithful service, 15 years at sea. After attending Boot Camp at the Naval Training Center, San Diego, he was stationed in many locations such as Orlando, FL, Idaho Falls, ID, Oak Harbor, WA, Argentia, Newfoundland, Jacksonville, FL, Virginia Beach, VA and Coronado, CA. He was a Master Training Specialist. At sea, he was stationed on numerous ships including the USS Dixon (AS-37), the USS Yosemite (AD-19), the USS John C. Stennis (CVN-74), and the USS Nassau (LHA-4). His official Navy record lists thirty five residences since 1977. 
From birth, Bret was an exceptional athlete, from high jumping, bowling, tennis, horseshoes and golf, he excelled. But he found his true calling in running and was truly a world class distance runner and was an honored and longtime member of the US Navy Track Team. He holds many exceptional times for all distances from one mile (4:49) up to the marathon (2:42:40). 
Showing his dedication to his running sport, Bret accomplished many running milestones, none more impressive than his continuous streak of running at least three miles or twenty minutes a day, every day for over 25 continuous years beginning on 3 March 1987 which included runs when he was onboard ships, submarines and even during a hospital stay. At one time, as a member of the Unites States Running Streak Association, he was in the World Top 100 for maintaining a continuous running streak. His personal records included 31 miles in one day, 110 miles in one week, 409 miles in one month and 4040 miles in one year. 
Bret also always had a dream to one day run to the top of one of the 11 Calif 14K foot peaks and he accomplished that goal when he ran to the top of 14,252’ White Mountain, the third highest peak in California, on a cool blustery day several years ago with a Navy Shipmate.

Bret was a very patriotic American and was a past officer, trustee and member of the Coronado Chapter of The Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW). He was an expert on Military awards and medals and researched and cataloged all of the historic artifacts at the Coronado VFW. 
After his Navy career, Bret worked in the running industry including Walk & Run and Moving Shoes. In 2007 he joined local startup Defense Contractor Forward Slope, Inc. (FSI) headquartered in Mission Valley where he was the seventh employee and a Senior Accountant. While there he helped the company grow professionally and was a cornerstone member of FSI’s two record setting RAGNAR Relay Running Teams of ‘12 and ‘13. 

Bret and his wife Shari were active members of the Born Free Leapin’ Lions RV Travel Club. They traveled all over the South western United States as Bret served as Vice President and often lead their daily flag ceremony.
Remembered eternally by his family, he is survived by his wife Sharonnetta  R. (Shari) Dattke, mother Patsy (Dattke) Coon, Mother-in-law LaVerna Halterman, beloved dogs Mohawk (Mo-mo), Nat-man and Oreo. He is also survived by soul brothers Sal Garcia and Anthony Romanelli, brother-in-law Pete Code, Aunt Lois Hauck, Aunt and Uncle Fred and Victoria Alcorn and Nephews Richard Code and Aaron Alcorn. 
Mr. Dattke was predeceased by his father Jay William Dattke, his sister Roberta Code and his brothers Rockland and Ricky Robertson. 
Viewing/calling hours will be held at The East County Mortuary, 374 N. Magnolia Ave, El Cajon (http://eastcountymortuary.com/) from 3-7 PM on Friday 9 Jan. Internment will be at the Ft. Rosecrans National Cemetery in San Diego at a later date. Should you wish to remember Bret, the family suggests you make a donation in his memory to the Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) or the Wyakin Warriors Foundation Scholarship Fund, a non-profit that funds education for recovering wounded Veterans. http://www.wyakin.org/  (9249 W. Bay Stream Court, Garden City, ID 83714). 
